
 
BEHOLD: A DIVINE INVITATION 
STUDY GUIDE – WEEK 4 
 
Here is our passage for this week: 
 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”   

– Luke 2:8-12 
 
And then there were shepherds... Shepherds were not the most exciting 
group of people. They were considered on the lower end of the working 
class. Their jobs weren’t glamorous, in fact, it was a pretty thankless 
position. Yet God invites these people to see what everyone would have 
desired to see yet no one else did that night. They were invited to bear 
witness the arrival of God in flesh.  
 

• God even comes to the “least of these.” How does that affect 
the way you see God in The Woodlands?  
 
 
 
 

• What does it mean to be invited to bear witness of God?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why shepherds? Were they the only ones awake at that time of the 
night? Surely there were folks already in the inn who would have loved 
to witness the birth of Jesus... but God chose shepherds. Of course, this 
isn’t the first time God chose a shepherd. Abraham was a shepherd. 
Moses became a shepherd. David was a shepherd. Those three were the 
main players in the Old Testament. They were the ones God chose to 
help bring salvation to the world in the Old Testament. And, simply put, 
God likes shepherds. There is something simple, honest, and pure about 
a person tending to, loving, and caring for his sheep. You almost 
wonder if God likes shepherds because they are a great analogy of 
God’s self. 
 

• Have you ever realized that shepherds were so utilized in 
Scripture? 

 
 
 
 

• Is there a modern day equivalent to this role?   
 
 
 
 
 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  

– Luke 2:16-18 
 
Everyone has a role to play. God invited them to be a part of this special 
day and they “hurried off.” Hurrying to do God’s work is a testament to 
one’s faithfulness. Notice they left their sheep! Perhaps they left one 
person to stand watch, but they abandoned their jobs for the night, and 
into the next day. They did this because their role wasn’t just to come 
and see, but to also go and tell. “They spread the word...and all who 
heard it were amazed.” Maybe the reason that God invited shepherds to 
bear witness was because they had no pretense, no reputations to 
protect, no agendas to push. These nomadic people could simply walk 
into the city and proclaim the Good News of Jesus. That was their role 
to play and they did it well. 
 

• Are there things that hold you back from sharing Jesus more? 
 
 
 
 

• How hurried are you to accomplish what God has laid on your 
heart?  

 


