
 
BEHOLD: A DIVINE INVITATION 
STUDY GUIDE – WEEK 3 
 
Here is our passage for this week: 
 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

– Matthew 1:19 NIV 
 
 
Joseph was a good man caught in a tough spot. Think about this: 
Joseph would have spent much time considering his options for 
marriage.  After finding Mary, he would next have approached Mary’s 
parents to make an arrangement. Who knows what the deal was they 
reached. Perhaps Joseph had to work for months to earn enough to 
make the deal for Mary’s hand in marriage. Perhaps Joseph needed to 
go build a house for his new bride. No matter what, Joseph was 
preparing for his new bride when the situation changed. The woman he 
had planned to spend his life with was pregnant. Tough spot. 
 

• Does God change our situations on purpose? Are all changes to 
situations God’s fault? How do you know if it is or not? 

 
 
 

• How do you respond to situations that don’t go as planned?  
 
 
 
 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—
which means, “God with us.”  

– Matthew 1:20-23 
 
 
Joseph had every right to divorce Mary. She was pregnant and the baby 
wasn’t his. (Not the best way to begin a marriage.) He was going to 
divorce her with the least amount of embarrassment possible... that is 
until God showed up. Sometimes God shows up to keep us from making 

the most logical decision. Sometimes God shows up to take us down 
the path of most resistance. Sometimes God shows up to invite us into 
something we’d never choose for ourselves. God sends an angel to 
invite Joseph to play a role in this story, the role of father. Jesus wasn’t 
meant to be without both parents. Jesus needed Joseph.  
 

• Have you ever considered that Jesus needed a dad? 
 
 
 

• God chose Joseph for this role. Why? What does it mean to be 
a “righteous man”? 

 
 
 
 
Notice that Joseph doesn’t ask to be a part of what God is doing in the 
story. Sure Zechariah wanted to be a father. Every girl’s dream was to 
be a mother. But Joseph didn’t ask to be a step-dad.  
 
 

• Has God called you to something that you weren’t interested 
in? 

 
 
 

• What was your response?  
 
 
 
 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union 
with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  

–Matthew 1:24-25 
 
 
Joseph said “yes.” Notice there is no hesitation on Joseph’s part. He 
responded to God with action. Sometimes we need to think less and act 
more. We can second-guess ourselves out of God’s plan. Joseph acted.  
How do you respond to God?  
 


