
 
EPIC FAIL: STUDY GUIDE #3 
 
Here is our passage for this week: 
 
(Jonah’s thoughts after hearing that the evil people of Nineveh would 
be saved...) 
 
But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. He prayed to the 
LORD, “O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is 
why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity. Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is 
better for me to die than to live.”  

– Jonah 4:1-3 
 
Jonah suffered from the sin of hate. Because of this, his epic fail was his 
desire to control who God forgave. When you hate anyone, you are 
effectively trying to limit the forgiveness and mercy they receive. To 
determine who gets forgiveness and mercy is akin to trying to play God. 
Playing God means you aren’t following God, and that leads us into 
some very compromising places... 
 

• Hate is a strong word. How would you define it?  
 
 
 

• Based on your definition are there people you would admit to 
hating?  

 
 
 
 
Jonah is so hell bent on the destruction of Nineveh that he takes up 
residence upon a hill outside the city to watch and wait for their 
destruction. God sends a vine to grow over the head of Jonah to give 
him shade in the hot sun of Nineveh. The plant was much appreciated 
by Jonah, yet the next day the plant dies. Jonah is so upset about the 
death of the plant he laments. In fact he wishes for his own death (what 
a drama queen!).  
 
But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though 
you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 
overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle 
as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?”  

– Jonah 4:10-11 

 
The book of Jonah makes one big point: God cares for those we don’t 
care about.  
 

• Be honest, are there people you don’t care about?  
 
 
 

• Are there people you limit forgiveness and mercy to? How does 
God feel about them?  

 
 
 
 
One plant dies and Jonah flies into a hissy fit. Yet with the prospect of 
120,000 people dying, Jonah pulls up a seat to watch! This is a EPIC Fail 
to say the least. But Jonah had every right to hate these people. They 
were his enemies and had caused the murder of countless people. Still, 
how many of us mourn the loss of our favorite TV show or the loss of a 
game played by our favorite sports team while withholding love, mercy 
and forgiveness to those around us who need it? Jonah seems like an 
outlandish story at first, but in reality, Jonah is one of the most relatable 
characters in the Old Testament. Jonah just wanted judgment for 
people who deserved it and to his distain, God showed mercy.  
 

• Why are we so quick to deal out death and judgment when God 
isn’t?  

 
 
 

• In what ways does God act differently than you think God 
should?  

 
 
 
 
Don’t let your epic fail be that of Jonah’s. Learn to show love, mercy 
and forgiveness, not limit it. To do so takes the judgement calls out of 
God’s hands and into yours, and that is a scary thought! 
 
 


