
 
EPIC FAIL: STUDY GUIDE #2 
 
Here is our passage for this week: 
 
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out 
with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 
One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof 
of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was 
very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. The man 
said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite?” Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, 
and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) 
Then she went back home.  

– 2 Samuel 11:1-4 
 
Our epic fail this week stems from boredom. The mighty warrior/king 
David who had accomplished so much in his life, had taken on so much 
responsibility and had made many wise choices, decides to take a break 
from his role as king. Spring was war time. David was in the middle of a 
war with the Ammonites. After winter, when it came time to get back to 
his task, he decided to stay home while his army went to battle. David 
compromised his own values and responsibilities as king. Compromises 
never end well.  
 

• Have you ever grown tired of fighting the good fight? What did 
you do?  

 
 
 

• David finds himself at the wrong place at the wrong time. Have 
you ever placed yourself in a compromising position? How did 
you handle the situation?  

 
 
 
 
We often focus on the negative effects of being overworked and over 
stressed. Massive moral and ethical failures can happen when we don’t 
take care of ourselves. But the same is true when there is little to no 
stress in our lives. David is chillin’ on top of his roof and spies a beautiful 
woman bathing. Not only does David watch (let’s face it, most guys 
would) he inquires about her. Turns out it’s the wife of his good friend 
Uriah. When we have nothing productive to do, we don’t do anything 
productive. David ignores his better judgement, calls her over and 
sleeps with his neighbor’s wife. Who would stop him? He’s the king... 

 
• Why do you think we make poor decisions in situations like 

this?  
 
 
 

• Do you put yourself in situations where people can’t disagree 
with you?  

 
 
 
Covering up bad decisions is a bad decision all to itself. Bathsheba gets 
word back to King David... she is expecting a child. Can you imagine the 
political fallout?  
 

“King Gets Caught in Scandal!” 
 
It doesn’t matter who you are, having a kid with your neighbor’s wife is 
always a problem. So David goes to great lengths to trick Uriah into 
believing the child is his. Read 2 Samuel 11-6-13. When his plan doesn’t 
work, David finds himself the opposite of bored. He is thrown into panic. 
Strange how stupid decisions in a moment can lead to many sleepless 
nights. To fix the problem, David resorts to murder. Read 2 Samuel 11:14-
27. 
 

• Do you ever have sleepless nights over some of your mistakes?  
 
 
 

• What did you do to address it?  
 
 
 
 
David commits the most epic of fails. He compromised his position, 
commits adultery, lies, and murders. David racks up a hefty rap sheet 
for a man considered to be “after God’s own heart.” Despite all of his 
failures David does one thing right. He repents. Read 2 Samuel 12. 
Though David sins in a big way, his eventually runs to a God who 
forgives. Can the same be said for us? Failure doesn’t have to be forever 
when God in involved. Forgiveness comes when we admit our failures 
and turn from our sins. When is the last time you have experienced 
God’s forgiveness? 
 
 


