
 
EPIC FAIL: STUDY GUIDE #1 
 
Here is our passage for this week: 
 
Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he 
reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years...  

– 2 Chronicles 26:3a 
 

But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. 
He was unfaithful to the LORD his God, and entered the temple 
of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. Azariah the 
priest with eighty other courageous priests of the LORD followed 
him in.  They confronted him and said, “It is not right for you, 
Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD. That is for the priests, the 
descendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated to burn 
incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful; and 
you will not be honored by the LORD God.” 

 – 2 Chronicles 26:16-18 
 
 
Imagine for a moment, your teenager being named king or 
president of a country. Being a world leader means instant 
celebrity status and immense power. If power corrupts full 
grown adults, how hard would it be to not give into to that 
corruption as a teenager? Uzziah eventually lets that power 
consume him. As he becomes more and more successful, he 
becomes more and more prideful. Pride is the gateway sin. It 
often is the first one we commit in a snowball effect of 
destruction. Pride causes us to be blind to other things in our 
lives that lead to worse and worse behaviors and actions.  
 
 

• Define pride. What does it look like in your life? 
 
 
 
 

• How do you combat pride?  
 
 
 
 

Pride led Uzziah to treat God with less than respect. This is often 
one of the worst bi-products of pride. We elevate ourselves and 
undervalue God’s importance. Uzziah crosses lines and bends 
rules to make himself feel more important. He takes on a role 
reserved only for the priests in trying to “worship” God. It’s 
extremely hard to genuinely worship God with pride lurking in 
your heart. Pride also led Uzziah to ignore the sound advice of 
the priests who warn him of the dangers of his own actions. 
Pride has a tendency to make us deaf, dumb and stupid to any 
form of wisdom. 
 
 

• What are some of the dumbest things that pride has 
made you do or not do? 

 
 
 
 

• Are there people speaking wisdom in your life that you 
ignore?  

 
 
 
 
King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. He lived in a 
separate house—leprous, and excluded from the temple of the 
LORD. Jotham his son had charge of the palace and governed 
the people of the land.  

– 2 Chronicles 26:21 
 
 
With God, failure does not have to be for forever. Yet God 
doesn’t always spare us from the consequences of our actions. 
Still Uzziah is named by the author of Matthew as a direct 
ancestor to Jesus. Perhaps, though our failures are sometimes 
epic, our redemption comes in time.  


