
	  
A TALE OF TWO KINGDOMS: STUDY GUIDE #3 
 
Here is our passage for this week: 
 
Then he [Jesus] told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer 
went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along 
the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil 
was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 
they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, 
where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  

– Matthew 13:3-9 
 
What changes here? The farmer stays consistent, and the seed is the 
same. What changes throughout this parable is the condition of the 
ground where the seeds land. The soil is the one variable in this story. 
Jesus is comparing the Kingdom of God to a farmer throwing seed 
around this diverse landscape. By the very nature of being scattered 
around, Jesus is saying that the Kingdom of God is met by a variety of 
mindsets, with varying degrees of reception.  
 
Some don’t respond. Others respond quickly but have no follow 
through. Still others are excited but fall quickly to outside influences. 
Yet some grasp onto the Kingdom of God and never let it go.  
 

• Reading this passage quickly, which one soil best represents 
you?  

 
 

• Why? 
 
 
 
What changes here? It’s the condition of the soils, right? Correct! The 
soils are the variable in the story, but individual soils actually change 
over time. A rich fertile soil can gradually become worn out and infertile. 
A dry soil, given the right conditions, can become a place where life can 
flourish. Rocky soil can be grated, and thorny soil can have pesticides 
remove the weeds. Soils can change. Well, people can change too.  
 
 
This is why I speak to them in parables: 
 
“Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or 
understand. 

In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but 
never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 
 
For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their 
ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, 
and I would heal them.’  

– Matthew 13:13-15 
 

• Why do you think Jesus speaks to them using parables?  
 
 
 

• Do you think Jesus wants some to not become “good soil”? 
 
 
 
We have to understand that some of the things Jesus said he didn’t 
explain to the crowds. There were some things he wanted to leave as a 
tease, that is until the resurrection. Realize that Jesus pulls aside the 
disciples to explain these things, but even they did not understand 
passages like this until after Jesus died and rose again. It simply didn’t 
make sense to them. Post resurrection, they were given the permission 
to explain these things, especially once they understood them. Jesus 
was never about keeping things from people to keep them from 
changing their mindsets or soil conditions, but wanted to wait until the 
right time.  
 

• Read Matthew 13:18-23. Notice how Jesus explains the meaning 
of the parable (i.e. the Kingdom of God) to the disciples.  

 
 

• If your understanding of the Bible was limited to only the story 
of Jesus up until this conversation, do you think you would have 
understood this parable? Even if you heard the explanation in 
Matthew 13:18-23? 

 
 
 
Sometimes God only gives us what we can understand at that time. Still 
God’s desire is for all people to receive the Gospel and live into the 
Kingdom of God. There is never a time when God doesn’t want 
everyone to accept His Kingdom.  
 
 


