
	  
A TALE OF TWO KINGDOMS:  
STUDY GUIDE #1 
 
Here is our passage for the week: 
 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in 
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a 
cross!  

– Philippians 2:5-8 
 
 
The NIV says we should have the same “attitude” as Jesus. The KJV 
version gives a little more depth to this idea when it says, “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” The word here is phroneó, 
and it means “to direct one’s mind to a thing, to seek or strive for.” Our 
outlook on life should be the same as the one Jesus demonstrated. This 
passage is a progression, but it’s the opposite progression from what 
many of us try to live. Instead of striving for attention, power, wealth, or 
position, Jesus demonstrated service, humility, obedience, and sacrifice.  
 
 

• If we are called to have this “attitude” what is the author 
implying about our own mindset? 

 
 
 
 
 

• How do we live into this humble lifestyle instead of a self-
seeking one? What are some examples of living this idea out in 
your life?  

 
 
 
 
 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,to the glory of God the Father.  

– Philippians 2:9-11 
 
 

v 
 
This passage is like a V. Jesus stepped off his throne to descend into the 
world. He was humble and obedient to the point of death. That was 
Jesus’s choice. From that service, humility, obedience and sacrifice God 
then lifted Jesus back up to prominence, so much so that everyone will 
know the name of Jesus. This is the mindset we are to take on, an 
outlook on life that is humble and obedient to God. This is what it 
means to live into the Kingdom of God. When we live this way, God 
does beautiful things in us. When we live with a mindset that is centered 
on attention, power, wealth, and position, we don’t leave God much 
room to work in our lives.  
 
 

• How do we have our minds transformed like this? Is there any 
way we can work to have this attitude or is there something 
else at work here?  

 
 
 
 
 

• The Kingdom of God invites us to a very different way of life. 
Are there any risks with living with this mindset?  

 
 
 
 
 
The Kingdom of God is the inverse of the kingdom of this world. This is 
best reflected in this passage of decent. In the Kingdom of God our 
priorities, our minds, are different than they were before. Instead of 
looking out for our own gain and achievement, we are called to service, 
humility, obedience and sacrifice, and let God take us to new heights 
from there.  


