
	  
I CAN RELATE: STUDY GUIDE #3 
 
Here are our verses for this week: 
 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on 
you, live at peace with everyone.  

– Romans 12:17-18 
 
Don’t be a jerk. Though Paul doesn’t break it down that simply, 
it’s what he means. We are called to transcend the pettiness we 
find ourselves wrapped in so frequently. Often we get caught up 
in an “eye for an eye” scenario when we feel disrespected. Paul 
says, “don’t be.” We are pushed to do what feels right to us. Paul 
says, “do what’s right for everyone.” We can easily dismiss the 
feelings of others. Paul says, “care about them.”  
 

• What does it mean to live at peace with others? When is 
it appropriate to not live at peace with them? 

 
 
 

• How can you do what is right in the eyes of everybody 
and still be yourself?  

 
 
 
 
He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he 
will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.  

– 1 Timothy 3:7 
 
Here Paul is writing Timothy, giving him instructions for those 
who would go on to become church leaders. One of the 
requirements is that this person must have a good reputation, 
and not be known as a jerk in the community. People remember 
the way we treat them. It’s important we are careful in our 
relationships to treat others with respect. Our relationships carry 
over into all other facets of our lives.  
 

• How do people know you?  
 

 
• If you’ve been a jerk to some in your past, in what ways 

can you remedy those relationships? 
 
 
 
 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and men.  

– Luke 2:52 
 
Luke tells us as Jesus grew up, he grew in all areas of his life, 
including the respect he held from other people. You don’t get 
respect by being a jerk. You get attention, maybe even fear, but 
not respect. If we are to live like Christ, we need to grow the way 
Jesus did, in favor with God and others.  
 

• How do you gain favor or respect from others?  
 
 
 

• Have you ever seen someone ruin their reputation by 
being a jerk to others?  

 
 
 
 
There is no such thing as “throw away” people, people whom we 
can treat however we want because they don’t matter. Yet many 
of us live this way. The waitress, person checking us out, guy 
who cuts us off on the road, etc, we often take out our inner jerk 
upon them. But all people matter, and we are called to be at 
peace, as much as possible, with all people.  
 
 
Think on that this week.  
 


