
	  
I CAN RELATE: STUDY GUIDE #1 
 
Here are our verses for the week: 
 
In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is 
Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor. About that 
time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in 
an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard 
that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, 
“Please come at once!”  

– Acts 9:36-38 
 
 
This story from the book of Acts falls in a chapter that is intended to 
show the glory of God and the power of the Gospel. Immediately before 
this story of Dorcas, Peter heals a paralyzed man in the nearby town of 
Lydda. Here you have back to back stories of miracles involving Peter, 
and ever earlier in this chapter you have the story of Paul’s conversion. 
Reading through Acts chapter 9, you are moved by the power of God. 
Yet there is something else at work in this story; it’s the love of Dorcas’s 
friends.  
 
Dorcas is said to be a warm hearted, loving, kind and wonderful woman. 
She was a pillar in the church of Joppa. Still godly people die. Dorcas 
contracts a sickness and passes quickly. Yet she was so loved, so 
respected, her friends didn’t settle for death. They pursued her life.  
 

• What kind of bond among friends pursues a miracle instead of a 
funeral? How do you get that kind of a relationship? 

 
 
 
 

• The way Dorcas related to other people was directly related to 
the way people related to Dorcas. What kind of description will 
be made at your funeral?  

 
 
 
 
 
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the 
room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the 
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with 
them.  

– Acts 9:39 

 
Here, the fact that all the widows gathered with Peter leads us to 
believe that Dorcas was also a widow. Though she was without a 
husband, she still had great love in her life. Then all of her friends began 
showing Peter some of the work Dorcas did. They truly cared about this 
woman. Instead of preparing for her burial, they are showing him her 
handiwork. They were pleading with him for life. It takes a healthy 
relationship in life to have this kind of relationship in death.  
 

• How do you relate to the people around you? Is there someone 
who would fight for your life? Is there someone whose life you 
would fight for?  

 
 
 
 

• Dorcas committed herself to working for others. What do you 
commit your time to? Would you have something to show at 
the end of your life? 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and 
prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She 
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand 
and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows 
and presented her to them alive. This became known all over Joppa, and 
many people believed in the Lord.  

– Acts 9:40-42 
 
 

The relationship that Dorcas had with her friends carried on into death 
and directly lead to people believing in Jesus. Peter raised her to life 
because of the pursuit of her friends. Just think, the way you relate to 
people in life leaves ripples in this world.  


