
	  
SUMMER SOCIAL: STUDY GUIDE #1 
 
Our verses for the week: 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled 
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had 
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  

– Acts 2:42-47 
 

Acts 2:42 lies as the basic structure of the early church. It was poetically 
simple. These brand new Christians gathered together to do four things: 
they listened to sound teaching, they hung out, they ate together and 
they prayed. Now they weren’t without problems in their communities, 
but there is sheer brilliance of informality and community that was 
present with these Christians that their Jewish relatives lacked. Judaism 
had become very restrictive whereas this new movement of Jesus 
followers were open to both men and women, Gentiles and Jews, slaves 
and free. It was radical shift in culture, and it was so simple. 
 

• Have you ever been involved in a grass-roots movement? Was 
your experience like that of the early church? 

 
 
 
 

• Why do you think these 4 actions were necessary for this faith 
community? Are these actions still necessary today?  

 
 
 
 
 
Committing to these simple values was the recipe for growing their 
community.  Imagine these gatherings like a summer block party where 
everyone is invited (though in some places had to stay hidden due to 
violent persecution). God blessed their community because of their 
faithfulness and openness.  And others were attracted to join this group 
because they behaved in a vastly different way than everyone else.  
 

• Why do you think “everyone was filled with awe...”? 

 
 
 

• What attracts you to other people of faith? What is a turn off 
when it comes to faith communities?  

 
 
 
 
 
Another component of this early church community was they took care 
of each other. During their culture there were no government subsidies, 
no insurance, no social security. You relied on your family to help you 
out in a hard time. These Christians were making a bold claim by 
inviting people into a new kind of family. But as a family they provided 
for each other in profound ways.  
 

• What do you believe is the role of the church today in helping 
others? Is your view of the church like a government or like a 
grass roots movement? 

 
 
 
 

• How do you make a church this size function like this grass-
roots, block party type movement that the early church was?  

 
 
 
 
 
Our goal is that people will still be in awe because of what God is doing 
in our community and that we still capture the joy and simplicity of this 
movement of early believers. Will you join us in making that happen?  


