
	  
JESUS IN FOCUS: STUDY GUIDE #4 
 
Though we are covering the entirety of the Gospel of John this week, 
here we will focus on these crucial verses: 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

– John 1:1-5 
 
John makes claims about Jesus that Matthew, Mark and Luke never 
touch. Jesus is the Word. But that raises questions like: What kind of 
Word? Is Jesus the Word or Words (plural)? How is the Word both with 
God and is God? Perhaps there is a reason Matthew, Mark and Luke 
never give Jesus this title... Still, it is incredibly important to 
understanding Jesus.  
 

• The Word is portrayed as something very positive. What comes 
to mind when you hear “the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God”?  

 
 
 

• What kind of Word do you need from God?  
 
 
 
 
Another distinction is that John doesn’t thank people in the beginning 
of his Gospel like Luke, nor does he spend time convincing people of 
Jesus’s lineage like Matthew. Instead John starts with the creation story 
through the lens of Jesus.  A Jewish audience would be familiar with 
Genesis 1 (as you too may be), so John tells it again, but different. In the 
beginning was Jesus, and Jesus made it all.  
 

• Why do you think John starts with creation?  
 
 
 

• How does re-interpreting the creation story impact the way the 
reader sees Jesus? Does it impact the way you see Jesus?  

 
 
 

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but 
his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God.  

– John 1:9-13 
 
John sets up his entire Gospel by telling of this God/man who came and 
no one recognized him.  The Jews missed him. The world rejected him. 
There was no grand celebration, rather a somber death. Yet that death 
was more important than any ceremony or coronation. That death 
allowed for us to become children of God. And that resurrection 
allowed for us to live as children of God.  
 

• Do we miss Jesus around us now? Does Jesus still move in our 
world, in our town?  

 
 
 

• How do you recognize Jesus?  
 
 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.  

– John 1:14 
 
More than any other Gospel, John uses Father/Son language calling 
Jesus the Son of God. In today’s world, we think of a son as someone 
who is lesser than the original, but that was not the perception in 
Jesus’s day. The Son of God would be God in their eyes. Jesus is not 
lesser than the Father but on equal terms. God became a human, 
carrying all of his divinity along with him. 
 
The Son of God dealt with everything that you deal with, from grief, joy, 
pain, temptation, excitement, stress, etc... and still lived a blameless life. 
What kind of strength or wisdom do you need today from this Son of 
God, this Word, this Jesus?  


