
	  
JESUS IN FOCUS: WEEK #2 
 
Though we are covering the entirety of the Gospel of Matthew 
this week, here we will focus on this crucial verse: 
 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.”  
 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”  

– Matthew 1:20-23 
 
The first chapter of Matthew is one of the most important 
openings to any book of the Bible. The purpose of this chapter 
was to show a Jewish audience that Jesus was the guy they had 
waited for over several millennia. He was the promised Messiah 
that was to come from the line of King David. So from the 
beginning of the Gospel, Matthew sets out to show that Jesus’s 
family history goes straight back to David. Matthew makes bold 
claims up front, but without those claims, Jesus doesn’t matter 
much. 
 

• What is your family history? Is it something of which you 
are proud? 

 
 
 
 

• Does your family history have any bearing on how people 
view you?  

 
 
 
 
Matthew doesn’t stop making bold claims... he declares that 
Jesus is called Immanuel. The el means “God” and imanu means 
“with us.” This Messiah who comes from the line of David is no 

ordinary man, this is the God who is with us, and the God who is 
with us came to save people from their sins. Bold claims indeed! 
 

• What if God wasn’t with us...? What would that mean for 
your life now? 

 
 
 
 

• Do we recognize these bold claims for what they are OR 
do we believe these claims to just be assumed 
recognition of who Jesus is?  

 
 
 
 
If Jesus isn’t the Messiah... if Jesus isn’t “God with us” then our 
faith is useless. It’s from the power of who Jesus is that we find 
salvation. If Jesus is less than these claims make him out to be, 
we are in big trouble. Culture for centuries has tried stripping 
Jesus of these titles. If we believe that Jesus just is a moral man, 
we miss out on the power of the Jesus of the Bible. 
 

• Have you seen examples of a stripped down Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

• Why do people want to remove his divinity?  
 
 
 
 
God with us... walked among us... suffered for us... was tempted 
like us... came to save us from our sins. The whole point to all of 
this is that Jesus wants to save you from your sins. On a regular 
basis, do you let him? If not, Jesus doesn’t matter.  


