
	  
JESUS IN FOCUS: WEEK #1 
 
Though we are covering the entirety of the Gospel of Mark this 
week, here we will focus on this crucial verse: 
 
 
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 
 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.”  
 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.’”  

– Mark 8:27-29 
 
 
These are probably the most important questions presented in 
the Gospel of Mark.  
 
“Who do people say I am?”  
 
“Who do you say I am?”  
 
Jesus cuts right to the point. Often we avoid answering this 
question at all costs. Ask someone on the street this question 
and you’ll hear a variety of answers that never really approach 
the question. Who we believe Jesus to be determines the God 
that we serve. If Jesus is just a moralistic teacher, then his words 
can be dismissed. If he was just a prophet, then his death means 
nothing. We can rationalize so much when we strip Jesus of his 
Divinity.  
 

• In our culture, who do people say Jesus is?  
 
 
 
 

• Who do you say Jesus is? 
 
 

Jesus asks this question and hears a variety of responses. People 
were okay calling him a prophet; they often referred to him as 
Rabbi (teacher), but only those who experienced the working of 
Jesus in their lives professed him to be the Christ. When Jesus 
touches your heart, it’s hard to call him anything less than God. 
 

• What has been the biggest thing Jesus has done in your 
life? 

 
 
 
 

• Do you see Jesus still at work in your life? How? 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel of Mark often portrays Jesus as a servant, a 
God/Man who came serving others. Prophets were seen as 
messengers of God and often served the people of Israel as a 
whole. In contrast, their view of the coming Christ was a ruler 
who would drive out the Romans. Jesus’s humility and service to 
others messed with people’s understanding of God.  
 

• The more you understand Jesus, does he change your 
conception of God? How? 

 
 
 
 

• If you were living during Jesus’s time, would you have 
recognized him as the Christ?  

 
 
 
 
Something to ponder this week: do your actions reflect the 
reality of what you believe about Jesus?  


