
SERIES: YOU ASKED FOR IT!  SESSION EIGHT, WINTER 2012 

DOES GOD PREDESTINE SOME PEOPLE 
TO HEAVEN AND OTHERS TO HELL? 

 
 

THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM 
 

1. ___________ DEPRAVITY 
 

This is the only one of the 5 points of Calvinism that Methodists ________ with. 
 

“Total Depravity” does not mean that people are as evil as they can be. 
 

It means that ________________ of our being has been infected and affected by sin. 
 

Our reason, our conscience, our desires, and our motives, have all been corrupted by  
 sin so that they no longer function in a way that leads us to God. 
 

Both Arminians/Wesleyans and Calvinists believe that we are sinful, that we cannot  
 save ourselves,  that we are deserving of hell, that our only hope is God’s grace, 
 and that it is God’s grace that gives us the faith to believe in Christ so that what he  
 has done on the cross can become effective in our lives and save us from our sins. 
 
 

Jeremiah 17.9: The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can  
 understand it?  
 

Romans 7.18: I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.   For I 
 have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
 
2. UNCONDITIONAL _______________ 
 

This doctrine teaches that God has chosen some to be saved and he has chosen others 
 

 to be _____________. 
 

“Unconditional” means that God chose some to be saved and some to be damned  
 

 without regard of their actions or their _____________. 
 

Calvinism teaches that God decided who would be saved and who would be damned  
 

 before any of us even ___________. 
 

Loraine Boettner: The Reformed faith has held to the existence of an eternal, divine  
 decree which, antecedently to (before) any difference or desert in men themselves,  
 separates the human race into two portions and ordains one to everlasting life and  
 the other to everlasting death (hell). 
 

John Calvin: By predestination we mean the eternal decree of God, by which he  
 determined with himself whatever he wished to happen with regard to every man.  
 All are not created on equal terms, but some are preordained to eternal life, others to  
 eternal damnation; and, accordingly, as each has been created for one or other of  
 these ends, we say that he has been predestinated to life or to death. 
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Why would God create people so he could send them to hell? 
 

 Because it served his purposes and brought him _____________ to do so. 
 

R. C. Sproul: From all eternity, without any prior view of our human behavior, God  
 has chosen some unto election and others unto reprobation. … The basis for God’s  
 choice does not rest in man but solely in the good pleasure of the divine will. 
 

Ezekiel 18.23: Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the  
 Sovereign Lord. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?  
 

God may do whatever he pleases, but what would please a loving God? 
 What would a loving God do? 
 

1 John 4.16: … God is love. 
 
3. ______________ ATONEMENT 
 

This the doctrine that Jesus did not die for the sins of everyone. 
He died only for the sins of the elect, those who have been predestined for heaven. 
 

I John 2.1b-2: … We have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ,  
 the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but  
 also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

Calvinists believe that “the whole world” in this verse means the few who are chosen  
 for salvation wherever they are on earth. 
 

I Timothy 2.1-6: I urge … that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be  
 made for everyone – for kings and all those in authority, that we may live  
 peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good and pleases  
 God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the  
 truth.  … For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man  
 Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men ….  
 

Whom does God want to be saved?  ____ men. 
 

For whom did Jesus give his life as a ransom?  ____ men. 
 

What do Calvinists do with this verse? 
Usually, they say that “all” here means “_________________” men. 
  

2 Peter 3.9: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  
 He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to  
 repentance.  
 

Who does God want to perish and spend eternity in hell?  __________. 
Who does he want to come to repentance?  Everyone. 
 

DOES GOD LOVE EVERYONE? 
 

Calvinists can say and they do say to everyone: Yes, God loves you – he has placed you  
 in a good world and he provides for you physical  blessings and comforts. 
But he does not love you enough to save you from hell though he could if he chose to. 
 

John Wesley: Is not this such love as makes your blood run cold? 
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There is a being described in Scripture who provides men with material possessions and  
 comforts all the while plotting their demise in hell. 
But his name is not _______ and he does not love God’s creatures. 
  

John Wesley: What would the universal voice of mankind pronounce on the man who  
 should act thus?  That being able to deliver millions of men from death with a single  
 breath … should refuse to save any more than one in a hundred, and say, “I will not  
 because I will not!”  How then do you exalt the mercy of God, when you ascribe  
 such a proceeding to him?  What a strange comment is this on his own word, that  
 “his mercy is over all his works”! 
 
4. IRRESISTIBLE ___________ 
 

If you are chosen, God will see to it that you come to him. 
 

Those who are not given this grace  will not turn to God and be saved, and they have no  
 opportunity to do so. 
 

Luke 13.34: O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to  
 you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her  
 chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 
 

Why would Jesus weep over the Jews not repenting if it glorifies God that they not  
 repent and that God in his wisdom refuses to give them the grace they need to 
 repent? 
 
PERSEVERANCE OF THE ____________ 
 

Also known as “once saved, always saved.” 
 
 

Hardcore Calvinists actually believe that nothing happens that is not God’s  
 ordained will. 
 

R. C. Sproul: If there is one single molecule in this universe running around loose,  
 totally free of God’s sovereignty, then we have no guarantee that a single promise of  
 God will ever be fulfilled.  
 

Every choice you make,  even every thought you think and every sin that you struggle  
 with and that tortures your soul, has been pre-ordained by God. 
 

Paul Helm: Not only is every atom and molecule, every thought and desire, kept  
 in being by God, but every twist and turn of each of these is under the direct  control  
 of God. 
 

In fact, according to Calvinists, God willed that there would be sin before the  
 human race existed. 
 

R. C. Sproul: Every Bible-believing Christian must conclude at least that God in  
 some sense desired that man would fall into sin… God wills all things that come to 
 pass.  … But wait a minute… Isn’t it impossible for God to do evil? He can’t sin. I 
 am not accusing God of sinning; I am suggesting that He created sin. 
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Paul Helm: … He commands men and women to love their neighbors while at the  
 same time ordaining actions which are malicious and hateful. 
 

John Piper: Even a ‘dirty bomb’ that levels Minneapolis would be from God. 
 

WHY WOULD GOD ORDAIN MEN AND WOMEN TO DO EVIL?  FOR HIS GLORY. 
 

Loraine Boettner: God has a definite purpose in the permission of every individual 
 sin, having ordained it “for His own glory.” 
 

How do these evil acts and the ordaining of persons to go to hell from eternity increase  
 the glory of God? 
They allow God to show that he is merciful and gracious and holy and wrathful and  
 powerful and sovereign. 
 

John Calvin: The reprobate are raised up to the end (purpose) that through them God’s  
 glory may be revealed. 
 

Theodore Beza: Those who suffer for eternity in hell can at least take comfort in the  
 fact that they are there for the greater glory of God 
 

The Calvinist says, “God can do anything he wants.” 
To which we Wesleyans say, “Amen.” 
 

But what kind of being would need or want children being thrown into the ovens of  
 Auschwitz, the genocide in Rwanda, mass starvation, child molestation and billions  
 of people enduring eternal, unrelenting suffering in hell to display his glory and feel  
 that he is being properly appreciated for his mercy and grace? 
 

God doesn’t have to do anything – but he will always be true to his __________. 
And the Bible is clear: God’s nature is love and he is not the author of evil. 
 
THREE KEY CALVINIST PASSAGES 
 

Romans 8.29: For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the  
 likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  
 

The issue here is the Greek word “proginosko” translated as “foreknew.” 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD FOREKNEW PERSONS THAT HE PREDESTINED? 
 

A. Does it mean he had some kind of personal relationship with the elect before the  
 world was created? 
 

Of course not – how can you have a relationship with beings who don’t yet _______? 
 

B. Does it mean “to elect” or “to choose”? 
 

“Proginosko” is a common word in secular Greek and it never has that meaning. 
 

It’s also common in the New Testament and the best translation over and over again is  
 “to know something about.” 
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PAUL ON TRIAL BEFORE KING AGRIPPA 
 

Acts 26.4-5: The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the  
 beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem.  They have known  
 me for a long time (proginosko) and can testify, if they are willing, that according to  
 the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee. 
 

The literal translation is, “knowing me from before … that I lived according to the  
 strictest sect of our religion.” 
They knew about Paul’s life – how he lived. 
 

The most natural way to understand Romans 8.29 is that God knew beforehand who  
 would come to faith in Christ and he has predestined those of us who believe to be  
 conformed to the image of Christ. 
That is our destiny once we put faith in Jesus – to be remade into his image. 
 

This verse not only does not support Calvinism, it actually makes the ______________ 
 that whoever God predestines, he does so knowing beforehand that they will put  
 faith in Christ. 
 

For further study, see Thomas R. Edgar’s article “The Meaning of PROGINWSKW.” 
 

Romans 9-11: “the eye of the tiger” for Calvinism. 
 

The reason Calvinists misinterpret this passage is because they __________ the context. 
 

This passage is not talking about individual salvation. 
The entire context is about the nation of Israel who has been God’s chosen people and  
 the Gentiles who are now being accepted into the church, God’s new chosen people. 
 

And in this passage Paul is answering two __________ objections.  
 

(1) If physical, genetic Israel is no longer God’s chosen people, doesn’t it mean that  
 God’s word and his law have failed? 
(2) Doesn’t it mean that God is unjust – if he saves by some means other than living a  
 righteous life and following the law? 
 

Romans 9 begins with Paul lamenting that the Jews have not accepted Christ and it ends  
 with the same concern. 
 

Romans 9.30-32: What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue  
 righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who 
 pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued  
 it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.” 
 (Jesus) 
 

This passage is not about individual salvation; it’s about something much bigger. 
Jacob and Esau are not in this passage discussed as individuals but as representatives of  
 the Jews who respond in faith (Jacob) and of those Jews who do not respond in  
 faith (Esau) and stumble over Christ. 
 

Context always determines ___________. 
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For further study, see John F. Parkinson “The Faith of God’s Elect,” ps. 21-28. 
 
Ephesians 1.3-5: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has  
 blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he  
 chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his  
 sight.  In love he  predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in  
 accordance with his pleasure and will … 
 
Our predestination is on the basis of ____________________. 
 

We were not chosen before we were in Christ – but once we were in Christ. 
 

In Adam, all sin and die. 
In Christ, all are forgiven, made sons, and given life. 
 

Jesus is the righteous one – in him, we are righteous. 
 

We are not righteous ________ we are in Christ through faith. 
 

And Jesus is the chosen one – in him (and only in him) we, too, are chosen. 
 

But we are not chosen until we are ___________ through faith. 
 
For further study on the Arminian-Calvinist debate, you will find a host of 
resources at www.evangelicalarminians.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Woodlands United Methodist Church 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH  
AND SERVICE 

 
 
Destination Manhood: Become a mentor and make a difference in the life of an  
adolescent boy without an active father in his life.  To find out more, go to 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org, click on “ministries” and then on “men.” 
 
 
Question and Answer CD’s. A 6-CD set Search For Meaning that addresses the 12 most 
commonly asked questions about God and Life in a conversational format between two 
business friends.  These 12 dialogues will help you to define the issues more clearly for your-
self and provide a biblical perspective for both you and your friends in your conversations.   
Only $20 for the set.  Get them today as you leave. 
 
Elizabeth’s Place: is looking for mature men who are willing to drive a church “people 
mover” once or twice monthly.  Drivers are needed for the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each 
month.  Meet at the church at 4:45 pm.  One people mover goes to Spring High School and the 
other goes to Conroe.  Pick up teen moms and their babies, transport them to the Loft.  Then do 
the reverse at 8.   If interested, send email to elizabethsplacemc@gmail.com or call Barb 
Tackett 713-705-6736.   
 
Emmaus Men’s Walk.  April 12-15.  A retreat for spiritual growth and renewal.  Great 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Woodlands United Methodist Church 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org 


