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DOES GOD PREDESTINE SOME PEOPLE TO 
HEAVEN AND OTHERS TO HELL? 

 
 

Last week. 
Last question. 
 
And this topic : Does God Predestine Some People to Heaven and Others to Hell? 
 will be the most controversial  
 and it will be the one that generates the most emotional response. 
 
More than “Is Jesus the only way to heaven?” and  
 more than “What should Christians think about homosexuality?”, 
among Bible-believing Christians, 
 there is no subject more contentious or more hotly debated  than this one. 
 
And there are a couple of reasons for this. 
One, there are passages in the Bible that appear to support the view 
 that yes, God predestines some to eternal bliss and others to eternal torment. 
And there are other passages which seem to support the belief 
 that God desires all people to be saved, 
  that all people can be saved, 
  and that God did not pre-ordained who’s in the club and who’s out 
   before they were born. 
 
Another reason, 
 is because the character of God is at stake in this debate. 
 
One side, Calvinism, emphasizes the sovereignty of God. 
The other, Arminianism, stresses the love of God. 
 
Both sides believe that God is both sovereign and loving, 
 but each suspects the other of compromising one aspect of God’s nature 
  to emphasize the other. 
 
Little goes any deeper or is more emotionally-charged 
 than this issue for students of the Bible. 
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The seminary I attended, 
 Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts, 
was a Calvinist seminary. 
 
I’m not a Calvinist, 
 but I respected my teachers, 
  their commitment to the Scriptures 
  and the Christian character of their lives. 
 
I say all of this, 
 to say even though this is a controversial and emotional issue, 
we can respect each other as we search the Scripture for the heart and mind of God. 
 
I also know that before this morning is over some of you will be angry with me. 
 
John Calvin was one of the leading lights of the Protestant Reformation. 
He lived from 1509-1564. 
 
And he developed a system of theology that bears his name 
 that is comprehensive and detailed. 
His followers today are many and they are passionate in their commitment 
 to what are often referred to as the five points of Calvinism. 
 
Let me lay this out for you. 
Commonly, referred to as TULIP (T-U-L-I-P) 
 with each letter representing one of the five points. 
 
 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY 
 
Calvinism teaches that human beings are totally depraved. 
This may strike you as strange, 
 but this is the only one of the 5 points of Calvinism 
 that Methodists agree with. 
 
When we say human beings are totally depraved 
 we do not mean that they are as evil as they can be. 
What we do mean is that every part of our being has been infected and affected by  
 sin. 
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Our reason, our conscience, our desires, our intentions, 
 have all been corrupted by sin 
 so that they no longer function in a way that leads us to God, 
but in a way that leads us away from God. 
 
It’s another way of saying we all have a sinful nature. 
And this sinful nature causes us to rebel against God. 
 
Both Arminians (and I’ll use Arminians and Wesleyans as synonymous terms 
 though there are small differences), 
both Arminians and Calvinists believe 
 that we are sinful, 
  that we cannot save ourselves, 
  that we are deserving of hell,  
  that our only hope is God’s grace, 
 and that it is God’s grace that gives us the faith to believe in Christ 
  so that what he has done on the cross can become effective in our lives 
   and save us from our sins. 
 
Total depravity. 
We are all sinners 
 and all of who we are, every part, 
 has been corrupted by sin. 
 
Jeremiah 17.9: The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can  
 understand it?  
 
Romans 7.18: I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.
 For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
 
 
UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 
 
This doctrine teaches that God has chosen some to be saved. 
 
And it teaches that God has chosen others to be damned. 
 
“Unconditional” means that God chose some to be saved and some to be damned 
 not because of their actions or their character. 
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As a matter of fact, 
 Calvinism believes that God decided who would be saved and who would be  
  damned before any of us even existed. 
 
One of the leading Calvinist theologians of the 20th century Loraine Boettner  
 describes it this way: 
 
Loraine Boettner: The Reformed faith has held to the existence of an eternal,  
 divine decree which, antecedently to (before) any difference or desert in men  
 themselves, separates the human race into two portions and ordains one to  
 everlasting life and the other to everlasting death (hell). 
 
The Reformed faith, that’s another name for Calvinism, 
 teaches that before any human being had ever been conceived, 
  in fact before there was a physical universe, 
 before we had done anything to distinguish ourselves from others, 
  good or bad, 
 in fact before we had ever sinned, 
 God determined to create us, 
  having already chosen which of us he would welcome into heaven 
   and which of us he would send to hell. 
And that our fates were sealed 
 and we can do nothing to change them. 
 
Is that what Calvinists really believe? 
 
Here’s a quote from the man himself. 
 
John Calvin: By predestination we mean the eternal decree of God, by which he  
 determined with himself whatever he wished to happen with regard to every  
 man. All are not created on equal terms, but some are preordained to eternal  
 life, others to eternal damnation; and, accordingly, as each has been created  
 for one or other of these ends, we say that he has been predestinated to life or  
 to death. 
 
I want you to understand this. 
 
Some people were created to go to hell. 
That’s what Calvin believed and taught. 
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And that’s what true Calvinists believe today 
 and they will tell you so. 
 
It’s not simply that we all sinned and God chose to save some of us 
 and others he chose not to save, 
 though he could have. 
That would be tough enough to swallow. 
 
But according to Calvin, 
 God created people for the purpose of sending them to an eternity in hell. 
 
Think back two weeks to our discussion of hell. 
Its horrors, 
 its torments, and 
 its pain. 
 
Calvinism teaches that before anyone existed, 
 God determined to send people there, 
  not because they had sinned, 
 because his decision was made before any of us existed. 
 
Why then? 
Because it served his purposes and brought him pleasure to do so. 
 
One of the leading lights in the modern world of Calvinism is R. C. Sproul. 
 
Here’s his take. 
 
R. C. Sproul: From all eternity, without any prior view of our human behavior,  
 God has chosen some unto election and others unto reprobation. … The basis  
 for God’s choice does not rest in man but solely in the good pleasure of the  
 divine will. 
 
In spite of what God says in Ezekiel 18.23 
 
Ezekiel 18.23: Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the  
 Sovereign Lord. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways  
 and live?  
 
What is God’s good pleasure? 
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That the wicked turn and live; 
 not that they die in their sins. 
 
In spite of that, 
Sproul and other Calvinists proclaim  
 it was God’s good pleasure to create some persons for the purpose 
  that they will die in their sins 
  so they may forever suffer the torments of hell. 
  
And I want you to hear this. 
The person he chose before eternity to spend forever in hell 
 could be your son or daughter. 
And there is nothing your son or daughter can do to change their fate 
 because it is preordained by the good pleasure of God’s divine will. 
 
Sometimes Calvinist will say, 
 “Who are you to question God? 
  God can do anything he wants to do?” 
 
Of course he can. 
I’m not questioning God. 
I’m questioning the Calvinist portrayal of God. 
 
And my question to you is: What would a loving God do? 
 
We can look at passages in Scripture 
 that are difficult to interpret and debatable. 
 
But the one thing we can be absolutely certain of is that God is love. 
 
1 John 4.16: … God is love. 
 
What would a loving God do? 
 
Would a loving God create beings made in his own image 
 who feel emotions and pain 
simply for the purpose of torturing them for eternity? 
 
If you can believe that he would, 
 if you can look at the life and ministry of Jesus, 
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 the clearest revelation we have of God, 
if you can look at Jesus and say, 
 it is God’s good pleasure to create beings for eternal torment in hell, 
  then you can believe in unconditional, personal election 
  and you can be a good Calvinist. 
 
Well, the Bible does use the word predestination, doesn’t it? 
Of course it does. 
 
And Wesleyans believe in predestination, 
 but not in terms that God has chosen before the creation of the world 
  certain individuals to be saved and others to be damned. 
More on that later. 
 
LIMITED ATONEMENT 
 
This the doctrine that Jesus did not die for the sins of everyone. 
He died only for the sins of the elect, 
 those who have been predestined for heaven. 
 
The Calvinist believes that if Jesus died for all, 
 but all do not accept him as Savior, 
 that means the atonement he made for their sins was ineffectual. 
By that Calvinists mean that the death of Jesus did not have the desired effect 
 and that, in their minds impugns, the greatness of what God did for us in  
 Christ. 
 
If Jesus died for my sins, 
 but I don’t accept what he did for me, 
 then what he did failed to meet its purpose, 
and that is unthinkable to Calvinists who hold 
 that God is so sovereign that he always gets what he wants 
  and his will is never frustrated. 
 
That’s a nice  bit of logic, 
 but it flies in the face of some passages that are very clear on this topic. 
 
I John2.1b-2: … We have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus 
 Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not  
 only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
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He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Calvinists say “the whole world” means “the elect the whole world over.” 
 
So, why not say “all believers” or “all the elect”? 
 
If not committed to Calvinism, 
 I don’t think anyone would ever think that “the whole world” in actuality means 
 only a very small number who were chosen by God before the beginning of 
 time. 
 
The word “world” has several meanings in Scripture, 
 but nowhere does it mean only believers 
 
I Timothy 2.1-6: I urge … that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be  
 made for everyone – for king and all those in authority, that we may live  
 peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good and pleases  
 God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the  
 truth.  … For there is one God and one mediator between God and  men, the  
 man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men ….  
 
Whom does God want to be saved? 
All men. 
For whom did Jesus give his life as a ransom? 
All men. 
 
What do Calvinists do with this verse? 
Usually, they say that “all” here means “all kinds of” men. 
 
That’s why we should pray for kings and those in authority because God wants  
 even some persons in those high positions to be saved. 
Of course, that begs the question why we should pray for them to be saved, 
 if God has already predetermined that they will be sved 
  and nothing can change that. 
 
But leaving that aside, 
 that’s not what the verse says. 
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It tells us explicitly why to pray for kings and those in authority –  
 and – look at it –  
 it’s so we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
 
At this point believers were being persecuted. 
 
And Paul writes, 
 Pray so those in authority will not persecute us and will in fact protect us 
 against those who harm us for our faith in Christ. 
 
Again, without a commitment to Calvinism, 
 do you think any rational person would think that when the text says 
  
 “he wants all men to be saved” 
  and he gave his life as a ransom for “all men” 
 that the most natural and correct understanding of “all” 
 would be a small number chosen before the beginning of the world. 
 
One more. 
 
2 Peter 3.9: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand  
 slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone  
 to come to repentance.  
 
Who does God want to perish and spend eternity in hell? 
No one. 
Who does he want to come to repentance? 
Everyone. 
 
But Calvinists, and Wesleyans also for that matter, believe that we can repent only  
 when God gives us the grace to see our sins and turn to him. 
The difference is that Calvinists believe that God 
 purposefully and for his good pleasure refuses to give that grace to those  
 who are not elect. 
 
So follow the logic here. 
God wants everyone to come to repentance. 
He must give people grace for them to repent. 
He could give his grace to everyone, 
 but he chooses not to. 
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Why? 
 Because it pleases him not to. 
 
It pleases God not to do the very thing he wants to do. 
It pleases God not to save people from hell even though he wants to. 
 
One of the strongpoints of Calvinism is that it’s thought to be intellectually 
 insightful and consistent. 
At this point, in my mind, 
 it’s intellectually inconsistent and contorted. 
 
True story. 
 
Some time ago, 
 I was speaking with a young woman who had gone through a time of  
  depression and was struggling with her relationship with God. 
 She felt God could not possibly love her. 
 
And she said this and I quote: 
 Sometimes, I wonder if the Calvinists are right, 
  and God hasn’t chosen me to be saved, 
  so I’m going to hell. 
 
Does God want her to go to heaven? 
 
A good Calvinist cannot say “yes.” 
The truth is, a good Calvinist doesn’t know. 
 
Does God love her? 
 
Good Calvinists are up front in stating that God 
 doesn’t love everyone in the same way.  (quote) 
He does not love everyone with a saving love. 
And maybe he doesn’t love this young woman that way. 
 
Does God love her? 
 
Calvinists can say and they do say to everyone: 
 Yes, God loves you –  
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he has placed you in a good world and he provides for you physical  
 blessings and comforts. 
He loves you with that kind of love. 
 
But what kind of love is this? 
 
If before you are born 
 I ordain that you will spend eternity in hell, 
 I create you for that purpose, 
 and for a period of 80 years I allow you to enjoy the good gifts of the  
  physical world, 
 and then at the time of your death, 
  I send you to eternal torment, 
would anyone think me loving? 
 
Wesley in one of his sermons reminds us that Jesus said it would better never to  
 have been born, 
than to spend eternity in hell. 
 
And he goes on to comment on the Calvinist contention that God loves 
 people he destined for hell because he provides for their material comfort on  
 earth? 
 
John Wesley: Is not this such love as makes your blood run cold? 
 
There is a being described in Scripture who provides men with material 
 possessions and comforts all the while plotting their demise in hell. 
But his name is not God 
 and he does not love God’s creatures. 
  
John Wesley: What would the universal voice of mankind pronounce on the man  
 who should act thus?  That being able to deliver millions of men from death  
 with a single breath … should refuse to save any more than one in a 
 hundred, and say, “I will not because I will not!”  How then do you exalt the  
 mercy of God, when you ascribe such a proceeding to him?  What a strange  
 comment is this on his own word, that “his mercy is over all his works.”! 
 
But that is what Calvinism teaches. 
God could save everyone. 
But he will not because he will not. 
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Calvinists make God’s love as limited as the atonement they believe 
 his Son made for the sins of a few. 
 
IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 
 
Short here. 
This is the point that if you are chosen, 
 God will see to it that you come to him. 
He will give you enough grace that you will turn from your sins 
 and trust in Christ. 
 
It’s believed that this does not override your free will, 
 but it has been ordained before the creation of the world, 
 and you will do it because God has decreed it. 
 
And those who are not given this grace, 
 will not turn to God and be saved, 
 and they have no opportunity to do so. 
 
Jesus is speaking here. 
 
Luke 13.34: O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those  
 sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a  
 hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 
 
How does this make any sense if the reason they are unwilling is because 
 God will not give them the grace to repent and turn to Christ? 
 
Is Jesus complaining against God for not giving the Jews  
 the grace they need to turn to him in faith? 
Is he weeping over the Father’s will? 
Is he unaware of how salvation works 
 and the I in Calvin’s tulip? 
 
I’m weeping because you won’t come to me 
 because I won’t give you the grace to come to me. 
 
Or is he weeping because in rejecting him the Jews have made a decision 
 they didn’t have to make? 



13 
 

 
PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 
 
If you grew up Baptist, you’re familiar with this doctrine as 
 “once saved, always saved.” 
Once you put true faith in Christ, 
 you may backslide and wander, 
 but you will never reject Christ 
or lose your salvation. 
 
Methodist believe it is possible to lose your salvation, 
 but it is very rare. 
 
This isn’t a point that has much bearing on this morning’s topic, 
 so I’ll leave it at that. 
 
FIVE CALVINIST LAWS BOOKLET 
 
I want to push this just a bit. 
 
Hardcore Calvinists actually believe that nothing happens that is not the will of  
 God. 
Down to the smallest detail. 
 
R. C. Sproul: If there is one single molecule in this universe running around loose,  
 totally free of God’s sovereignty, then we have no guarantee that a single  
 promise of God will ever be fulfilled.  
 
Wow, and you thought your mother was controlling. 
 
Let me know when this no longer sounds like theology to you, 
 and begins to sound like the obsessive-compulsive ranting of a neurotic. 
 
God’s sovereignty must control every particle in the universe 
 or he’s not sovereign. 
 
On Youtube you can find John Piper stating that every particle of dust 
 you see in a beam of light is exactly where God has placed it. 
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I said that Calvinists emphasize the sovereignty of God. 
They do. 
And they have a concept of sovereignty that is strict and deterministic. 
 
And there are consequences to this kind of thinking. 
 
One, it means that everything you do, 
 every choice you make, 
 even every thought thing you think 
 and every sin that you struggle with and that tortures you 
has been pre-ordained by God. 
 
Here’s a quote from Paul Helm, a Calvinist prof at Regent College. 
 
Paul Helm: Not only is every atom and molecule, every thought and desire, kept  
 in being by God, but every twist and turn of each of these is under the direct  
 control of God. 
 
Every thought you’ve ever had, 
 good or bad, 
every desire you’ve ever had, 
 the desire to glorify God 
  as well as every base desire you’ve had to struggle to overcome, 
all there in your heart and mind “under the direct control of God.” 
 
But wait, there’s more. 
God willed that humankind would sin. 
 
See, if nothing happens outside the sovereign will of God, 
 sin was his will. 
 
That’s not me trying to make a point,  
 that’s what the leading Calvinists teach. 
 
R. C. Sproul: Every Bible-believing Christian must conclude at least that God in  
 some sense desired that man would fall into sin… God wills all things that  
 come to pass.  … But wait a minute… Isn’t it impossible for God to do evil?  
 He can’t sin. I am not accusing God of sinning; I am suggesting that He  
 created sin. 
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I know that sounds absolutely bizarre to some of you. 
But that is classic Calvinism. 
 
Adam sinned, 
 and all the misery that followed occurred  
because God desired Adam to sin. 
 
Get this. 
God ordered Adam not to eat of the tree, 
 but then ordained that he would. 
 
In what is considered a contemporary classic of Calvinistic thought, 
 The Providence of God, 
Paul Helm writes: 
 
Paul Helm: … He commands men and women to love their neighbors while at the  
 same time ordaining actions which are malicious and hateful. 
 
The holocaust. 
God ordained it. 
Hitler performed it. 
 
God is to be praised. 
Hitler is to be condemned. 
 
Why? 
Because God ordained it for a good reason. 
But Hitler did it for a bad reason. 
 
Piper makes this statement. 
 
John Piper: Even a ‘dirty bomb’ that levels Minneapolis would be from God. 
 
We would hunt down the terrorists who did this  
 and punish them for the evil they did. 
But the God who ordained it, 
 would be worthy of praise. 
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According to Calvinism, 
every rape, every murder, 
 Sandusky on the Penn State Campus 
  and unfaithful priest with altar boys in the sacristy, 
God ordained every thought and every desire that led up to those acts 
 and even the acts themselves. 
 
Why? 
For the glory of God. 
 
I know that makes no sense to most of you, 
 but Calvinists stress that God does everything to demonstrate and to magnify 
  and to make known his glory. 
 
Loraine Boettner: God has a definite purpose in the permission of every  
 individual sin, having ordained it “for His own glory.’ 
 
Every sin ever committed is not only permitted, 
 but actually ordained by God. 
 
So how do these evil acts 
 and the ordaining of persons to go to hell from eternity 
 increase the glory of God. 
 
They show that God is merciful and gracious and holy and wrathful and powerful 
 and sovereign. 
 
John Calvin: The reprobate are raised up to the end (purpose) that through them  
 God’s glory may be revealed. 
 
Why does God create, raise up the reprobate to spend eternity in hell? 
 So God’s glory may be displayed and seen. 
 
The world wouldn’t know how wrathful and gracious God is 
 without his creating people to go to hell. 
 
Here’s a quote from Calvin’s son-in-law and successor 
 
Theodore Beza: Those who suffer for eternity in hell can at least take comfort in  
 the fact that they are there for the greater glory of God. 
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When your theology leads to a heart that is this callous, 
 perhaps it’s time to rethink your theology. 
 
The reason God does all things, according to Calvinists, 
 including the creation of people for hell, 
is to display his glory. 
 
God evidently was concerned that his glory was not being properly displayed 
 or appreciated 
and so he created a world 
 and planned that human beings would sin  
 and all of the horrors and suffering of history would follow 
so his greatness would be fully esteemed and praised. 
 
So, here’s how it had to work 
 or close to it. 
 
The three person of the Trinity, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
 are hanging out and  
 countless eons pass. 
The Holy Spirit speaks up and says, “I think we’re pretty great.” 
 
And Jesus says, 
 “I agree, but no one knows how great we are, 
  and no one’s praising us the way we deserve.” 
 
The Father says, 
 “That’s because there’s no one else in the universe, 
   to know just how terrific we are. 
 But I’ve got a plan. 
 Let’s make some miniscule creatures called people 
  and put them on a tiny planet, 
  and we’ll set things up so that they all sin 
 and some we’ll be gracious too and some we won’t be gracious to. 
 And then people will see just how great and merciful and wrathful and  
  gracious we are. 
And the glory of God will be displayed and praised.” 
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Uh, says the Holy Spirit, does that mean  
 there will have to be genocide and rape and war, 
  and some of these beings who don’t exist yet, 
 some, most really, 
  we will determine that they undergo eternal torment in hell?” 
 
“Yes, yes it does.” 
 
And Jesus pipes up, 
 “Sounds good to me. 
 I’m in. 
 Let’s get er done.” 
 
Really, you think that God needed miniscule, sinful creatures 
 recognizing his greatness and 
 telling him how glorious he is 
to feel good about himself? 
 
God is not dependent on human beings in any way. 
He does need our praise to be content or complete.  
 
God can do anything he wants, 
 the Calvinist says. 
To which we Wesleyans say, “Amen.” 
 
But what kind of being would need  
 children being thrown into the ovens of Auschwitz, 
 the genocide in Rwanda, 
 mass starvation, 
 child molestation 
and billions of people enduring eternal, unrelenting suffering in hell 
 to display his glory 
 and feel that he is being properly appreciated for his mercy and grace? 
 
Calvinists say God doesn’t have to save any of us. 
The fact that he saves some shows his grace. 
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Agreed. 
But to create beings for the purpose of eternal torment when you are love, 
 to ordain sin when you are holy, 
 to create beings who must sin and then punish them for that sin when you are  
  just, 
 to be glorified in the excruciating deaths of children when you are life itself, 
not could you, 
 but would you? 
 
God will always be true to his nature. 
And the Bible is clear: God’s nature is love  
 and he is not the author of evil. 
 
Well, we’ve gone a long time and not looked at the passages  
 that Calvinists believe support their view of predestination. 
 
And there are many. 
Scores. 
 
I’ll hit what I believe are the big three. 
Quickly, and unfortunately, we won’t do any of them justice. 
 
Romans 8.29: For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  
 
The issue here is the Greek word proginosko (long o’s) 
 translated as foreknew. 
 
What does it mean that God foreknew persons that he predestined? 
Does it mean he had some kind of personal relationship with the elect 
 before the world was created? 
 
Of course not. 
How can you have a relationship with beings who don’t exist? 
 
Does it mean to elect or to choose? 
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Proginwskw is a common word in secular Greek 
 and it never has that meaning. 
 
It’s also common in the the NT, 
 and the best translation over and over again is “to know something about.” 
  
One example. 
 
Paul is on trial before King Agrippa and he says: 
 
Acts 26.4-5: The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from 
the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem.  They have 
known me for a long time (proginosko) and can testify, if they are willing, that 
according to the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee. 
 
They have known me for a long time – 
 and they know how I lived. 
 
Literally it say, “knowing me from before … that I lived according to the strictest  
 sect of our religion.” 
This has nothing to do with choosing or electing. 
And it has nothing to do with having a personal, intimate relationship with  
 someone. 
It is about knowing something about another person, 
 in this case how he lived. 
 
The most natural way to understand Romans 8.29 
 is that God knew beforehand who would come to faith in Christ 
 and he has predestined us – not to have faith, that’s not what it says, 
 but to be conformed to the image of Christ. 
That is our destiny once we put faith in Jesu, 
 ultimately to be remade into his image. 
 
I think this verse not only does not support Calvinism, 
 it actually makes the opposite case, 
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 that whoever God predestines, 
 he does so knowing beforehand that they will put faith in Christ. 
 
You can find this work in more detail in Thomas R. Edgar’s article 
 The Meaning of PROGINWSKW. 
 
For those of you who care about such things, 
 Dr. Edgar graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy 
 and received his masters and his doctorate from Dallas Theological  
 Seminary. 
 
Romans 9-11. 
 
This passage is sometimes known as the eye of the tiger for Calvinism. 
It talks about God’s choice and 
 that he will have mercy upon whom he will have mercy. 
And we have no right to question him. 
 
The reason Calvinists misinterpret this passage 
 is because they make a mistake that all first year seminarians are taught to  
 avoid. 
They ignore the context. 
 
This passage is not talking about individual salvation. 
The entire context is about the nation of Israel who has been God’s chosen people 
 and the Gentiles who are now being accepted into the church, 
 God’s new chosen people. 
And in this passage Paul is answering two Jewish objections.  
 
(1) If physical, genetic Israel is no longer God’s chosen people, 
 doesn’t that mean that God’s word and his law have failed? 
(2) Doesn’t it mean that God is unjust – if he saves by some means other than  
 living a righteous life? 
 
And if you read these passages you will see clearly 
 that the context is not which individuals are saved, 
but how God is now creating a covenant people 
 who are saved through faith and by promise. 
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That’s what Romans 9-11 is answering. 
 
Romans 9 is the pupil in the eye of the tiger.  
 
It begins with Paul lamenting that the Jews have not accepted Christ. 
 
And it ends with the same concern. 
 
Romans 9.30-32: What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue  
 righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who  
 pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they  
 pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the  
 “stumbling stone.”  (Jesus) 
 
This passage is not about individual salvation, 
 it’s about something much bigger than that. 
Jacob and Esau are not in this passage discussed as individuals 
 but as representative of the Jews who respond in faith 
 and of those Jews who do not respond in faith 
  and stumble over Christ. 
 
And all of the verses in Romans 9-11 
 should be understood in this context. 
Any other reading is your reading into it what you want it to say 
 instead of reading out of it what it actually does say. 
Context always determines meaning. 
 
(John F. Parkinson “The Faith of God’s Elect,” ps. 21-28. 
 
Ephesians 1.3-5: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who  
 has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
 blameless in his sight.  In love he  predestined us to be adopted as his sons 
 through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will … 
 
Again, yes we are predestined, 
 but it is based on God’s foreknowledge as we saw in Romans 8.29. 
And furthermore, notice that the end of our predestination is similar to what 
 we saw in Romans 8. 
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He chose us to be holy and blameless. 
 That’s similar to being conformed to the image of Christ. 
And we are predestined to be adopted as sons. 
 God could have determined to treat us as his servants, 
  but in his eternal plan he determined that we would be sons. 
 
And all of this is on the basis of what? 
Of being in Christ. 
 
We were not chosen before we were in Christ, 
 but once we were in Christ. 
 
In Adam, the Bible says, all sin and die. 
In Christ, all are forgiven, made sons, and given life. 
 
Jesus is the righteous one. 
 
We saw that in the 1 John 2 passage. 
Jesus is proclaimed as the righteous one. 
 
In him, we are righteous. 
But we are not righteous until we are in Christ  
 and when do we become in Christ? 
When we put faith in him. 
 
And likewise Jesus is the chosen one. 
 
Matthew 12:17-18:  … that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through Isaiah  
 the prophet, saying, Behold, my servant whom I have chosen; My beloved in  
 whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my Spirit upon him, And he shall  
 declare judgment to the Gentiles.  
 
Luke 9.35: A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have 
 chosen; listen to him.” 
 and in him, we too, are chosen. 
 
Jesus is the chosen one. 
And in him, that’s what the passage in Ephesians say, 
 in him we are chosen. 
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But we are not chosen until we are in Christ  
 and we are not in Christ until we put faith in him. 
 
Much more could be said, 
 but I hope you have seen that God loves everyone, 
 it is his desire that all be saved, 
 and God has not predestined some to go to hell. 


