
SERIES: HERO   SESSION SIX, FALL 2011 

GANDHI: 
LITTLE MAN – HUGE LIFE 

 
 
Matthew 10.16: Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be  
 wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 
 
LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF GANDHI 
 

1.  GREAT LIVES LIVE FOR A GREAT ____________. 
 

You hold in your hands a human life – it is a great gift and a terrible ______________. 
 

TWO WAYS TO WASTE THE GIFT AND FAIL THE RESPONSIBILITY OF A HUMAN LIFE: 
 

(1) Live for what matters most but with little commitment or passion. 
 

(2) Devote yourself to something that is ultimately _____________. 
 

Heroes find a way to care about people they don’t have to care about. 
 

Heroes find a cause to commit themselves to that makes _______________ for others. 
 

Heroes find a purpose to live for that is worthy of the life that God has given them. 
 
2. ______________ IS ESSENTIAL. 
 

Good will win because _______ is on the side of good. 
 

Mohandas Gandhi: When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of  
 truth and love has always won. There have been tyrants and murderers and for a  
 time they seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall — think of it, always. 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Our dreams will sometimes be shattered and our 
 ethereal hopes blasted. We may again with tear-drenched eyes have to stand before  
 the bier of some courageous civil rights worker whose life will be snuffed out by the  
 dastardly acts of bloodthirsty mobs. ... When our days become dreary with low- 
 hovering clouds of despair, and when our nights become darker than a thousand  
 midnights, let us remember that there is a creative force in this universe, working to  
 pull down the gigantic mountains of evil, a power that is able to make a way out of  
 no way and transform dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows. Let us realize the arc  
 of  the moral universe is long but it bends toward justice. 
 

Because Gandhi and King believed that righteousness would win,  they did not have to  
 use the tactics and the means of the unrighteous. 
They did not have to ___________ their enemies, and they did not have to hate their  
 opponents. 
 

Romans 12.21: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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Mohandas Gandhi: First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they 
 fight you, then you win.  
 

Gandhi realized that the fight for justice is a ___________ battle. 
 

And you cannot fight for righteousness with methods that are unrighteous, 
 without becoming unrighteous yourself, and thereby _____________ the battle.  
 

Gandhi believed it was possible to resist evil in such a way that if not all, then many of  
 those who opposed him, would see their errors, become ashamed of their actions, 
 and have a ___________ of heart and mind. 
 

Optimism is essential: the _______ that we are not in the battle alone, that God is  
 working for righteousness, and that ultimately righteousness will be victorious  
 because God will be victorious. 
 
3. WHAT YOU ______ IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN WHAT YOU SAY. 
 

Mohandas Gandhi: My life is my message. 
 

What made Gandhi successful was the __________________ of his life. 
 

He practiced what he preached; he suffered for what he believed in; he never cowered  
 or ran; he was at the same time the epitome of humility and the epitome of strength. 
And his followers trusted him to represent them because they knew he was a man who  
 was willing to lose everything but his _______________ to bring justice and dignity  
 to the poor and the oppressed.  
 

“You can be sure that when all has been said and done, more will have been said than  
 done.” 
 

But not so with Gandhi: he said wonderful things; but he also did what he said. 
 

When a man’s message is great and when his life is an example and an embodiment of  
 that greatness, there is power in that man’s life; it is the power of ______________. 
 

Mohandas Gandhi: I like your Christ; I do not like your Christians. Your Christians  
 are so unlike your Christ. 
 

Gandhi’s life was his message – and so is ________. 
 

How we live out what we believe speaks much louder than our words. 
 

Why was Gandhi’s message so powerful? 
Because his life was his message and his life was humility and service and sacrifice. 
In other words, his life was so much like the life of __________. 
 

When God wanted to change the world, he sent a Man, his Son. 
And this Man, Jesus – loved, and he served, and he sacrificed, and he laid down his  
 life and the world has never been the same. 
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UPCOMING ATTRACTIONS 
 
 

Week 7 (Oct. 25/Oct. 30): To Kill a Mockingbird 
Week 8 (Nov. 02/Nov. 06): Schindler’s List 
 

 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Living Way UMC – Daycare Center: The work continues.  “Work Saturdays” continue for 
the next few weeks. 
 

Destination Manhood: Mentor a boy who is without an active father and most likely comes 
from an economically disadvantaged home.  Email Rob: rrenfroe@twumc.org 
 

 

Onsite Couples Retreat: It’s Your Move.  Friday evening – Sunday morning, at TWUMC,  
with Jay and Ingrid Myers, Nov. 11-13.  Cost $150.  Find out more and register at  
www.thewoodlandsumc.org/familylife. 
 
Driving Family Futures.  Helping homeless families with transportation in conjunction  
with Family Promise.   
 
Kairos Closing Ceremony: Eastham Prison.  Experience an exciting night, witnessing the  
 power of God and hearing testimonies from inmates whose lives have been changed by  
 God’s grace and the love of Christian men.  Sunday, Nov. 13, leave The Woodlands at 2:30  
 and return about 8:30. 
 
Men’s Group.  Couples groups also available.  Email: rrenfroe@twumc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Woodlands United Methodist Church 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org 


