
SERIES: HERO   SESSION FIVE, FALL 2011 

ON THE WATERFRONT: 
A RELUCTANT HERO 

 
 
Edmund Burke: All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do  
 nothing. 
 
THE REDEMPTION OF A RELUCTANT HERO 
 

1. TERRY DISCOVERS THAT THE WORLD IS ____________ AND WORSE  
 THAN HE IMAGINED. 
 

A. HE REALIZES THERE IS GOODNESS IN THE WORLD. 
 

Edie’s Philosophy: Shouldn’t everybody care about everybody else?  Isn’t everybody  
 a part of everybody else? 
 

Why Jesus had such a profound effect upon people: 
 

John 1.14: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen  
 his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace  
 and truth.  
 

One reason Jesus changed lives is because he _________ people. 
 

Jesus came with grace for people who had grown up in a hard world, been mistreated, 
 and been shown little understanding or patience. 
 

And he invited people to believe that the _________ and the goodness and the purity  
 they saw in him, by his grace, they could put on for themselves. 
 

B. HE REALIZES THERE IS _______ IN THE WORLD. 
 

People need grace to believe they can be better, but we also need the truth that tells us 
 about the real world we live in and ____________ us with ourselves. 

 

Frederick Buechner:  
 

It is a world of magic and mystery, of deep darkness and flickering starlight. 
It is a world where terrible things happen and wonderful things too. 
It is a world where goodness is pitted against evil, love against hate, order against  
 chaos in a great struggle where often it is hard to be sure who belongs to which side  
 because appearances are endlessly deceptive. 
Yet for all its confusion and wildness it is a world where the battle goes ultimately to  
 the good who live happily ever after and where in the long run everybody, good and  
 evil alike, becomes known by his true name... 
This is the fairy tale of the gospel with, of course, one crucial difference from all the 
  other fairy tales, which is that the claim made for it is that it is true, that it not only  
 happened once upon a time but has kept on happening ever since and is happening 
 still. 
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Heroes, even reluctant heroes, come to believe that there is good and there is evil, 
 and finally they decide that good is worth __________ for. 
 
2. TERRY BEGINS TO THINK OF HIS LIFE IN ___________ TERMS. 
 

If the world is a place of good and evil, then it matters what we do with our lives. 
 

And ultimately, that’s how the _________ of our life will be determined. 
 

J. Hoberman: Always on the verge of unshed tears, his face a smooth mask of  
 tragedy, Brando's Terry is as soulfully stupid as he is beautiful—a male Marilyn  
 Monroe.  … Terry is a sort of brute yet vulnerable animal trembling on the brink of  
 consciousness. 
 

That “consciousness” is becoming aware of the good and the evil in the world around  
 him, but also the reality that he is a moral being and that the _______________ he  
 makes will determine what his life is worth. 
 

Terry Malloy: I was rattin’ on myself all them years.  I didn’t even know it. 
 

Terry realizes that he is a moral being and that he has acted as if morality doesn’t  
 matter. 
And he has ___________ himself by refusing to act as if right and wrong are essential  
 to  who he is. 
 

“FOLLOW YOUR HEART!” 
 

But what if what your heart wants is wrong or immoral? 
 

Or what if your dream is about building the most elegant technology the world has  
ever seen, but it has nothing to do with making the world a better, more 
___________, more just place to live in? 
 

What if what you want is too small to create a big life – money, power, prestige,  
 or respect? 
 

“Follow your heart” is an inspiring phrase and living that way may be fulfilling. 
 

But it is not in fact a __________ approach to life. 
 

“Follow your heart” is not a moral or an immoral way to live. 
 It is an amoral philosophy – neither good nor bad, necessarily. 
 

Terry Malloy comes to understand that he is a moral being and that moral decisions are  
 ______________ of him –  the right moral decisions if his life and his soul are to be  
 

 worth anything. 
 

Two ways for your conscience not to bother you: (1) deny your moral nature and turn  
 it off or (2) ______ it and do what’s right. 
 

Terry is a hero ultimately because he claims his humanity and his moral nature and  
 he’s willing to fight and even die to do what’s right. 
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3. TERRY PICKS SIDES AND ________. 
 

Heroes give up the myth that they can be _________. 
 

In the face of evil, remaining silent and doing nothing, makes us cowardly and  
 ____________. 
 

James 4.4: You adulterers!  Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes  
 you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of  the world, you  
 make yourself an enemy of God. 
 

Erwin McManus: We will not stand by and watch humanity sell its soul to gain the  
 world.  We will not be seduced by the comforts offered us if only we would  
 compromise.  We cannot pretend that all there is, is what we can see.  (We) know  
 the world of spirit.  We know there is a darkness that subversively corrupts the  
 hearts of men, and to do nothing is to be  complicit.  We are born into a war.  We  
 may feel like children, but we are warriors. 
 

The message of “On The Waterfront” is the message of redemption: what we’ve  
 done in the past isn’t as important as what we do ________. 
 

The game is always won in the second half. 
And where you’ve been isn’t as important as where you _________ to go. 
 

Whatever you’ve done, no matter what mistakes you’ve made, there is hope and there  
 is redemption. 
Give your life to Christ, and you can become the man you’ve always wanted to be. 
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UPCOMING ATTRACTIONS 
 
 

Week 6 (Oct. 18/Oct. 23): Gandhi  
Week 7 (Oct. 25/Oct. 30): To Kill a Mockingbird 
Week 8 (Nov. 02/Nov. 06): Schindler’s List 
 

 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Living Way UMC – Daycare Center: The work continues.  “Work Saturdays” continue for 
the next three to four weeks. 
 

Destination Manhood: Mentor a boy who is without an active father and most likely comes 
from an economically disadvantaged home.  Email Rob: rrenfroe@twumc.org 
 

 

DEEPER: A series of three lectures that will expound upon the foundational beliefs of the 
Christian faith, most likely, on a level you’ve never before experienced.  
 

First Lecture:  Dr. Todd Still, Professor of Christian Scriptures at George W. Truett 
Seminary, received his doctorate from Glasgow University and completed further studies at 
Cambridge University. Dr. Still is a world-recognized authority on the writings of the Apostle 
Paul. His session is entitled "Pauline Pillars."  Friday night, Oct. 14, 7-9. 
 

Onsite Couples Retreat: It’s Your Move.  Friday evening – Sunday morning, at TWUMC,  
with Jay and Ingrid Myers, Nov. 11-13.  Cost $150.  Find out more and register at  
www.thewoodlandsumc.org/familylife. 
 
Driving Family Futures.  Helping homeless families with transportation in conjunction  
with Family Promise.  More next week.   
 
Men’s Group.  Couples groups also available.  Email: rrenfroe@twumc.org. 
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