
SERIES: HERO   SESSION FOUR, FALL 2011 

WE WERE SOLDIERS: 
GLORIOUSLY FACING GHASTLY THINGS 

 
 

G. K. Chesterton: If there are ghastly things to be faced, the only thing we can do is  
 to make it glorious to face them. 
 

THE GLORIOUS EXAMPLE OF HAL MOORE 
 

1. ___________________. 
 

Hal Moore is more than a courageous soldier. 
He is a skilled, knowledgeable, and magnificently ______________ commander.  
 

Joe Paterno: The will to win is important but the will to prepare is vital. 
 

Heroes win their battles from the heart. 
But “heart” is more than simply wanting something or fighting for something in the  
 moment of battle. 
Heart is about wanting something so badly that you are willing to _______ and  
 study and prepare yourself long before the battle begins. 
 

Hal Moore: Now, I hope you gentlemen like training because me and the sergeant  
 major – we love it. 
 

Phillips Brooks: Some day, in years to come, you will be wrestling with the great  
 temptation or trembling under the great sorrow of your life. But the real struggle is  
 here, now, in these quiet weeks. Now it is being decided whether, in the day of your  
 supreme sorrow or temptation, you shall miserably fail or gloriously conquer. 
 

Ephesians 6.10-17: Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the  
 devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,  
 against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces  
 of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day  
 of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything,  
 to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breast- 
 plate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from  

the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 

The most important battles of your life will be___________ battles. 
 

Heroes have huge hearts and they fight with passion. 
But some battles require more than that. They require knowledge and __________ 

and the ability “to calm down, understand the situation, communicate clearly” 
and do the right thing. 
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2. ________________. 
 

Most heroes become heroes because ___________ believe in them and want to  
  stand with them and help them. 
Heroes don’t love people so people will help them. 
But one reason people help heroes is because heroes love people. 
 

Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf: I have seen competent leaders who stood in front of a  
 platoon and all they saw was a platoon.  But great leaders stand in front of a  
 platoon and see it as 44 individuals, each of whom has aspirations, each of whom  
 wants to live, each of whom wants to do good. 
 

Heroes never forget that _______ win wars. 
Not swords or guns or tanks or jets; ultimately, it’s people: what they’re willing to do, 
 what price they’re willing to pay, and how far they’re willing to go. 
 

No matter what business you think you’re in, you’re really in the _________ business. 
 

Men value competence; but they never forget _________. 
 

They never forget the love that believed in them, stood beside them, gave them a  
 second chance, and mentored them. 
 
3. ________________. 
 

Character: The ability to do what’s right regardless of the circumstances or the  
 consequences. 
 

People don’t expect or need perfection in their heroes, but they must be able to ______  
 their heroes and their leaders. 
And it’s character than makes trust possible. 
 

General Schwarzkopf: Leadership is a potent combination of strategy and character.   
 But if you must be without one, be without strategy. 
 

What makes boys into men is not strength of body or the ability to intimidate others. 
What makes boys into men is strength of character. 
 

I Kings 2.1-3: When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon  
his son.  "I am about to go the way of all the earth," he said. "So be strong, show  
yourself a man, and observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk in his ways, 
and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and requirements ….” 

 

David’s exhortation: Be strong, show yourself a man. 
 

David’s explanation of manly strength: Walk in the ways of God, keep his decrees  
 and his commands, do all that he requires. 
 

________ courage will be required of every one of us if our lives are to be admirable  
 and heroic: the moral courage to stand up for what we believe in, honor our  
 commitments, do what’s right when it’s costly to do so, and to be honest with others  
 and with ourselves  when we’d rather pretend and lie. 
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Mike Murdock: Jesus never begged anyone to believe in Him.  He knew that integrity 
    cannot be proven; it must be discerned.  He never wasted time with critics.  He kept 
    his attention on his goal.  He stayed focused.  … They accused Jesus of being filled 
    with devils!  He paid no attention.  He simply continued to cast out devils.  Jesus 

never strived to “look good.”  He simply was good.  He did not labor to appear 
truthful.  He was truthful. He never struggled to have a good reputation.  He had 
character. 

 
  
 
 
 

UPCOMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

Week 5 (Oct. 11/Oct. 16): On the Waterfront 
Week 6 (Oct. 18/Oct. 23): Gandhi  
Week 7 (Oct. 25/Oct. 30): To Kill a Mockingbird 
Week 8 (Nov. 02/Nov. 06): Schindler’s List 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Living Way UMC – Daycare Center: The work continues.  “Work Saturdays” will be 
announced.  Next project is hanging sheetrock.   
 

Destination Manhood: Mentor a boy who is without an active father and most likely comes 
from an economically disadvantaged home.  Email Rob: rrenfroe@twumc.org 
 

A Profile of Champions Breakfast:  Larry Mize, Fred Funk, and Scott Simpson will be 
sharing “inside the ropes” stories of their golfing careers as well as experiences and insights 
about their Christian faith.  The Woodlands Waterway Marriott: Wednesday, October 5, 2011, 
7:00-8:30 a.m.  Tickets: $35/Person. 
 

 

Deeper: A series of three lectures that will expound upon the foundational beliefs of the 
Christian faith, most likely, on a level you’ve never before experienced.  
 

First Lecture:  Dr. Todd Still, Professor of Christian Scriptures at George W. Truett 
Seminary, received his doctorate from Glasgow University and completed further studies at 
Cambridge University. Dr. Still is a world-recognized authority on the writings of the Apostle 
Paul. His session is entitled "Pauline Pillars."  Friday night, Oct. 14, 7-9. 
 
Men’s Small Group.  Couples groups also available.  Email: rrenfroe@twumc.org. 
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