
SERIES: WHAT I KNOW FOR SURE   SESSION SIX, WINTER 2011 

IT’S BETTER TO GIVE THAN TO 
RECEIVE 

 
 
I have come to understand that the two great commandments – love God with all  
 you are  and love your neighbor as yourself – are not harsh words meant to  
 control us. 
They are God’s gracious invitations to experience the _____________ of life. 
 

Matt Idom: How lonely.  How lonely indeed, when our world makes such a  small 
 orbit.  When the east and west of our horizons is only as wide as a self-embrace.   
 How small the love that is one dimensional.  How limited the experience.  How  
 desolate the soul that is in this business of life alone. 
 

What I know for sure: Your life will never feel complete,  your _________ will  
 never grow large, and your joy will never be full unless you become committed  
 to serving God and others. 
 
LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS WILL 
 

1. INCREASE YOUR ______________ HEALTH. 
 

Luke 9.24: Whoever wants to save (make right, well or whole) his life will lose it, 
 but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 
 

Jesus says if you think you can make your life good and whole by holding onto it, 
 by keeping it to yourself, and refusing to ________________, you are going to  
 wake up some day and discover that life has slipped through your fingers and  
 your hands and your heart will be empty. 
 

When you are depressed and defeated, when your world is dark and desolate, 
 it will almost always help to get out of that world and step into the life and the  
 world of someone else who is ____________ and give your life away and help 
 that person. 
 
2. ALLOW GOD TO __________ YOU. 
 

Matthew 25.21:  Well done, Good and Faithful Servant.  You have been 
 trustworthy in a  small way; I will put you in charge of something big.  Come  
 and share your master’s joy. 

 

The point of the parable: if we _________________ with what God has already  
 given us, we cannot expect to be given more. 
 

But if we serve faithfully with what we have, God will bless us with greater  
 abilities and resources to do the work of his kingdom. 
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WHY DOES GOD WANT TO BLESS US? 
 

1. We are his children and he _______ us. 
 

2. So we can be a ___________ to others. 
 

To give us his blessing cost God greatly – the death of his Son. 
How can we expect that blessing others won’t be costly for us? 
 

But serving others when it’s costly doesn’t make life worse;  it makes life better. 
Because that’s how we _____________ like our Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 
 

I know for sure that Jesus was right: life is not about getting yours; it’s about 
 _________ yours. 
 
3. EXPRESS YOUR __________ FOR GOD. 
 

How Can We Express our Love for God? 
 

1. Through ________ and worship. 
2. By reading his word. 
3. By keeping his commandments. 
4. By serving the poor. 
 

 Matthew 25.40: Whatsoever you have done for the least of these, my brothers,  
  you have done for me. 
 
4. CAUSE YOU TO___________SPIRITUALLY. 
 

Romans 8.29: For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
  image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and  
 sisters. 
 

Matthew 20.28: … the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve ….  
 

There is no real spiritual growth occurring in our lives unless we are growing as  
 servants. 
And the only way you grow as a servant is to ___________. 
 

Basin Theology: 
 

The Basin of Pilate: I wash my hands; I am not _______________. 
 

The Basin of Jesus: I wash your feet; I am your ______________. 
 

Mort Kondracke: And in the process I’ve become a different, better person – 
 someone I never expected to be. 
 

The World: The one who dies with the most toys wins. 
The Gospel: The one who dies with the most joy wins – and serving others brings  
 joy. 
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