
SERIES: WHAT I KNOW FOR SURE   SESSION FIVE, WINTER 2011 

FAMILIES MATTER 
 
 
GREAT FAMILIES OF THE BIBLE 
 

1. Adam and Eve: Cain _________ Abel 
 

2. Abraham and Sarah: Two Wives, Two Sons and One Big Mess 
 

Genesis 16.2-5: Abram agreed to what Sarai said.  …  He slept with Hagar,  
 and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to  
 despise her mistress.  Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for  
 the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she  
 knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you  
 and me.”  
 

3. Isaac and Rebekah: Double Trouble 
 

4. The Holy Family: Playing _________________ with the Son of God 
 
OUR MOST IMPORTANT NEEDS CAN BEST BE MET IN FAMILIES 
 

1. FAMILIES CAN MEET OUR NEED FOR _________________. 
 

In healthy families, children know that they belong. 
And they know they will always belong no matter what. 
 

There’s only one thing worse for a kid than belonging to the strange, crazy 
 people who claim to be his or her family. 
 

It’s feeling like you don’t belong. 
 

Because every ___________ needs a home. 
 

And if this need is not met at home, we go out into the world looking for it. 
 

But we go feeling like we’re an _______________– a loner.  
 

And often we’re willing to do the most unhealthy things imaginable just to feel  
 like we fit in somewhere. 
 

Create an atmosphere in your home where your children and your wife have the  
 sense that they have a place in your heart. 
And they will most need that sense of belonging when they have made some 
 mistakes and wonder if they are ___________ of your love. 
 
2. FAMILIES CAN MEET OUR NEED FOR _______________. 
 

Young children often cry out to their parents, “Hey, _______________.” 
 

What they really want is not simply that you see them but that you are _________ 
 by what you see. 
They want you to be delighted by what they can do and by who they are  
 

 ______________. 
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In The Old Testament, there was a ___________ time when the father would bless  
 his children. 
He would bring them close, put his hands on their heads, and then he would bless  
 them. 
And part of the blessing was speaking out loud some of the positive traits he saw  
 in the child that made the child a _____________ and gifted person. 
 

FATHER GOD BLESSING HIS SON JESUS 
 

Matthew 3.16-17: As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At  
 that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like  
 a dove and resting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,  
 whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  
 

Every child needs the blessing – that means ________________ needs to give the  
 blessing. 
 

It’s a constant need that we have – that someone would know us and believe in us  
 and delight in us. 
 

And if we don’t receive it as children in our families, there is a deep ___________  
 that lives in us and we will do almost anything to get the blessing that our souls  
 hunger and ache for. 
But if we do receive it, there is a _______________ and a strength that the world 
 cannot take away. 
 
3 FAMILIES CAN HELP US BECOME THE PERSON ________ WANTS  
 US TO BE. 
 

The point of the Christian life: to become more like __________. 
 

 

Jesus was patient, and loving, and forgiving. 
And becoming like Jesus (theological term: ______________) requires hard work, 
 commitment and pain. 
And every other relationship but family leaves the door open to ______________ 
 when things get hard. 
 

In a family when there are hurts and disagreements, failures and disappointments, 
 sickness and sadness, we’re still family and we still stick together. 
And we get an opportunity not just to endure but to grow and to do the hard work  
 that’s _____________ to learn how to be patient, and kind, and good, and self- 
 controlled, and loving – just like Jesus. 
 

It’s not the person who ___________ himself from difficult people and demanding  
 relationships who grows into the image of Christ. 
It’s the person who learns to love and be patient and kind and forgiving. 
And that happens in families like nowhere else. 
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