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A MAN’S GOT TO KNOW HIS 
LIMITATIONS 

 
 
One of the keys to succeeding in life is to admit our limitations  and to give up the  
 

 ____________ that we can do anything and everything. 
 

Psalm 90.10,12: The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty if we  
 have the strength. 
Yet their span is full of trouble and sorrow,  
 for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 
Teach us to number our days aright, 
 that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 

Our time on this planet is limited. 
So, the psalmist says we better be _______. 
 
TWO GIVENS FOR THIS TALK:  
 

(1) You are limited. 
 

(2) You want your life to count. 
 
HOW DO WE LIVE WISELY WHEN WE KNOW THAT WE ARE LIMITED BUT WE  
 WANT OUR LIVES TO COUNT? 
 

1. WE UNDERSTAND THAT _____________ ARE ESSENTIAL. 
 

But we can’t do everything. 
And if we try to do everything, we won’t ____________ at anything. 
 

A. PRIORITIES ALLOW US TO SAY ____ TO GOOD THINGS THAT GET IN THE WAY  
 OF THE BEST  THINGS. 
 

God doesn’t ask us to be good guys who do everything others ask us to  do. 
 

He tells us to determine what ___ put us on this planet to do and to do those  
 things. 
 

And unless we prioritize what those things are, we may do all kinds of good  
 things, but we may never fulfill that one thing or those few things God wants us 
 to use our limited time and energies to accomplish. 
 

B. PRIORITIES CONFRONT US WITH OUR TENDENCY TO BECOME _____________
 AND COAST. 
 

The best way to overcome the temptation to become so distracted that we fritter  
 our lives away is to determine what’s really important and to keep those few  
 things before us. 
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I know for sure you can do the most important thing: you can ___________ where  
 you put your focus. 
 

Being able to control the focus of your life is a great gift and a terrible  
 

 _______________ that God has given to you. 
 

There is power in having a purpose. 
 And there is godly power in having a ____________ purpose. 
 
2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE ____________ PRIORITIES ARE  
 ESSENTIAL. 
 

Tim Sanders: The things you care about fall into three categories: rubber, metal,  
 and glass. 
 

Tim Sanders: The thing is, you're the only person who knows what those things  
 are that you can't afford to drop.  More than likely, they have a lot to do with  
 your relationships. Your marriage, your family, and your friends. 
 
3. RIGHT PRIORITIES COME FROM A RIGHT _________________ OF  
 WHO WE ARE. 
 

A. YOU ARE A ____________ BEING. 
 

Genesis 1.26: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image …”  So God created  
 man in his own image. 
 

Psalm 119.73: Your hands made me and formed me. 
 

Revelation 4.11: You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power;  
 for you have created all things, and for thy pleasure they are created. 
 

Everything God created – he created for his pleasure, and that includes you. 
 

You were created to bring _____ to the heart of God. 
 

And nothing gives God more pleasure than your responding to his invitation to  
 

 become his_______ and grow in your relationship with him. 
 

John 1.9-13: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
 world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the  
 world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own  
 did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in  
 his name, he gave the right to become children of God –  children born not of  
 natural descent, nor of human decision or a  husband’s will, but born of God.  
 

You were created to become a child of God  and to have a personal relationship  
 with him. 
Miss that, and no matter what else you may accomplish, you will have missed the  
 greatest purpose and the greatest joy of life. 
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B. YOU ARE A ____________ BEING. 
 

Genesis 1.26: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image …”  So God created  
 man in his own image. 
 

Because we are spiritual beings we crave meaning and we want to live for  
 

 something that truly __________. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3.11: … He has also set eternity in the hearts of men. 
 
4. LIVE FOR THE _______________ PURPOSE GOD HAS FOR YOU. 
 

You can be a good guy who does a bunch of good things. 
Or you can be a man who senses that God has called you to make a particular  
 difference in a particular area, and you can ___________ your life in that area. 
 

A limited life, if concentrated and focused, can accomplish something truly great  
 for God and for others. 
 
  

There is a place within your heart where your gifts and your abilities and your  
 concerns come together – and very often that is where you will find God’s  
 

 ____________ on your life. 
 
John Dryden: 
 Happy the man, and happy he alone, 
  he who can call today his own. 
 He who secure within can say, 
  “Tomorrow do thy worst, 
  for I have lived today.” 
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