
SERIES: QUEST GOES TO THE MOVIES   SESSION FIVE, SPRING 2010 

THE DARK KNIGHT 
 
 

Every Man is Wounded 
 
 

Each of the three main male characters in The Dark Knight suffers or has suffered a great  
 wound. 
And that wound and what they do with it determine their ___________. 
 

When God came in human form, he came as the remedy for our sins  and as a _________  
 for our wounds. 
The God we worship understands that human beings are broken and wounded,  
 and he wants us to be healed and whole. 
 
THE WOUNDS WE RECEIVE: 
 

1. WOUNDS OF _______________ 
 

A. AN ABSENCE OF _____________ 
 

However a mother or a father ends up missing in our lives, especially when we are 
 young – it creates a wound. 
This absence can be physical or emotional. 
 

B. AN ABSENCE OF _____________ 
 
Important: With every wound, there comes a _____________ -- something we believe 
 we are being told about ourselves. 
 

And the message tries to name us and ___________ us. 
 

It attempts to create a false-self which is different from our true identity. 
 

Wounds of absence often give us the message: I’m not important; I’m alone, I’m not  
 __________ of love; I’m not what a father or a mother looks for in a son. 
 
Robert Bly: Not receiving any blessing from your father is an injury …  Not seeing your 
 father when you are small, never being with him, having a remote father, an absent  
 father, a workaholic father is an injury.   
 
2. WOUNDS OF _______________ 
 

These wounds usually come in the forms of ____________ and/or brutality.  
 

A. THEY MAY COME _____________. 
 

B. THEY MAY COME _____________. 
 

What makes verbal wounds so damaging is they almost always strike directly at our  
 

 ______________. 
 

And often verbal attacks come where we are most vulnerable – they strike at our sense of  
 

 ______________. 
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And they are particularly devastating if they come from a person who is supposed to  
 know us and love us and bless us – and instead they ___________ us by putting on us  
 a name and an identity that is destructive. 
 

Comedian: I don’t know why anyone would beat his children when emotional wounds  
 last so much longer. 
 
WHAT DO MEN USUALLY DO WITH THEIR WOUNDS? 
 

Usually we ignore them, believing that real men play _________. 
 

1. WE _________ OUR WOUNDS. 
 

We sometimes bury our pain as far as possible from our conscious mind and over time no  
 longer remember what was done to us. 
 
2. WE _____________ OUR WOUNDS. 
 
3. WE TELL OURSELVES OUR WOUNDS NO LONGER ______________ US. 
 

The kind of wounds we’ve described and the pain they cause may go underground but  
 they don’t go away. 
They are still there ____________ our lives, only in ways we don’t recognize. 
 
4. WE _____________ THE ONE WHO WOUNDED US. 
 

Whether the wound was intentional or not is not the issue. 
Whether you have been wounded is the issue – and whether or not you have been  
 healed. 
 
5. WE ____________ THE WOUND. 
 

Sometimes the wound and its message are so overpowering that we accept them as the  
 final word over us. 
When you ______________ the message you’ve been given about yourself, you embrace  
 it and it becomes your identity – and you come to doubt that healing is possible. 
 
Wounds that are denied, minimized, excused or embraced cannot be healed. 
 
When men end up wounded and in pain, it’s not uncommon to want to strike out at others 
 (physically or verbally) and cause them to feel the pain we feel. 
That’s what we see in The Joker and in Two-Face. 
Much of the pain we bring to others comes out of the woundedness in us that we have  
 denied and minimized. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT RECEIVING THE HEALING WE NEED: 
 

1. DO THE WORK NECESSARY TO _____________ YOUR WOUND. 
 

You cannot give to God what you ________________. 
Until you admit and understand your wound, it has you.  
Only when you come to grips with how you were wounded will you have it. 
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2. __________ YOUR WOUND WITH ANOTHER PERSON. 
 

Secrets make you _________. 
 

In the Scriptures, whoever names something has ____________ over that thing. 
 

As long as our wounds are secrets, they name us. 
But when we bring them into the light and name them to another person, we begin to  
 have _____________ over them. 
 
3. INVITE THE ______________ INTO OUR WOUND. 
 

Revelation 3.20: Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and  
opens the door, I will come into him … 

 

We are more likely to invite Jesus into the good and the bad parts of our lives than we are 
 to invite him into the wounded parts of our lives. 
 
4. _____________ THOSE WHO HURT US. 
 

Forgiveness is freeing a prisoner and discovering that the prisoner is ______. 
 

Forgiveness is not ___________ the person who hurt us or saying that the wound doesn’t 
 matter. 
 

Forgiveness is releasing the person who hurt us from the (emotional) ________ he owes  
 us. 
 

The _________ the wound the more important and the more difficult forgiveness will be. 
 
5. USE YOUR PAIN FOR ____________. 
 

Robert Bly: Where a man’s wound is, there he finds his genius. 
 

Where you have been wounded and after you have experienced significant healing, be 
 open to God using the lessons you have learned and the empathy you feel in the lives  
 of others who suffer as you have. 
 
Language in Blood Diamond: Offensive language, including the f-word (30 times) 
 and racial slurs. There are scenes of strong violence, involving children. 

 

 
UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

1. Mission Trip to Chiapas – mission trip to a Mayan village in southern Mexico to 
complete a church.  May 1-8.  $1300.  Speak with missions pastor John Hull. 
 

2. Making Peace with Your Past – men’s small group experience for guys who feel that 
past experiences are keeping them from being effective in their personal lives and in their 
faithfulness to Christ. 
 

3. Small Groups – we will revive some old groups and begin new groups that will meet 
once Quest begins.  They will run until the end of the school year and then the group will 
determine whether to continue meeting. 
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